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System and method for generating and redeeming toi^ens 

Tokens and coupons are generated in a television viewer's home by the viewer entering selected 
product information and authentication data transmitted to and displayed on the television into a 
home generating unit. The tokens and coupons can be presented to stores or redemption facilities 
for prizes and discounts on selected products. The matrix used to record the product information 
and verification data may also be provided with a code for use in giving additional prizes to 
purchasers whose code matches a predetermined code. The generating unit may also comprise a 
memory for storing information regarding the coupons generated by the unit for later review by 
marketing and manufacturing companies. 
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Electronic redeemable coupon system via 

television 

An electronic redeemable coupon generating system which 
comprises an encoder for encoding coupon-related data in a 
television signal transmission, the transmission including picture 
information for display on a television monitor screen; a decoder 
for receiving the television signal transmission and extracting the 
coupon-related data therefrom; and a recording device for 
recording the extracted coupon-related data on a recording 
medium for subsequent readout and redemption. In a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the decoder includes a display 
driver for displaying indicia on a television monitor screen 
responsive to coupon-related data being encoded in the television 
signal transmission. Upon observing the indicia on the television 
monitor screen, the user can manually and selectively extract the 
coupon-related data from the television signal transmission. After 
an optional editing function, the extracted coupon-related data is 
stored on a recording medium such as a magnetically striped 
card. 
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Electronic redeemable coupon system and television 

An electronic redeemable coupon generating system includes: an encoder for encoding 
coupon-related data in a television signal transmission, the transmission including picture 
information for display on a television monitor screen; a decoder for receiving the television signal 
transmission and extracting the coupon-related data therefrom; and a recording device for recording 
the extracted coupon-related data on a recording medium for subsequent readout and redemption. 
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the decoder includes a display driver for displaying 
indicia on a television monitor screen responsive to coupon-related data being encoded in the 
television signal transmission. Upon observing the indicia on the television monitor screen, the user 
can manually and selectively extract the coupon-related data from the television signal transmission. 
After an optional editing function, the extracted coupon-related data is stored on a recording 
medium such as a magnetically striped card. The decoder may be part of the standard circuitry of a 
closed-caption adapted or modified television set. Provisions are made for electronically entering 
paper coupon information into the system. 
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Home communication method and apparatus 

Redeemable shopping coupons for products or information printouts in categories preferred by a 
consumer are printed in the consumer's premises when made available by a manufacturer or 
advertiser through the coupon and information service. Data identifying either or both product and 
information category and printout content are broadcast in conjunction with regular television 
programs and received in decoder-printer units in the homes of consumers subscribing to the 
service. If received product or information category data matches pre-programmed category data 
stored in the subscriber's unit, a printer in the unit is activated to generate a printout containing the 
received coupon data or other information. Operation of the subscriber's unit requires no interaction 
through the unit with the broadcasting service nor does operation of the unit affect operation of the 
subscriber's television set. 
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Apparatus and method for generating product coupons in 

response to televised offers 

Coupon information is stored in a memory at a cable television station. The cable television station 
may simultaneously transmit multiple video signals, each representing different sources of television 
programming, over multiple television channels on the cable network. The video signal may at 
times, such as during a product advertisement or other offer, Include an embedded coupon 
identifier. A coupon subsystem at the cable television station monitors each video signal and 
retrieves token information from a database when it detects a con^esponding embedded token 
Identifier. The coupon information is transmitted over a data channel on the cable network A 
subscnber unit at the television viewer's site receives the data channel and extracts the coupon 
information. The television programming aurally or visually alerts the viewer that a coupon may be 
generated. If the viewer actuates an input device, such as a button on a television remote control, a 
printer generates a coupon bearing the coupon information. 

10 Pages, 21 Claims, 4 Figures. 
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Apparatus and method for generating product coupons in 

response to televised offers 

Coupon information is stored in a memory at a cable television station. The cable television station 
may simultaneously transmit multiple video signals, each representing different sources of television 
programming, over multiple television channels on the cable network. The video signal may at 
times, such as during a product advertisement or other offer, include an embedded coupon 
identifier. A coupon subsystem at the cable television station monitors each video signal and 
retrieves coupon information from a database when it detects a corresponding embedded coupon 
identifier and embeds the coupon information into the video signal before transmitting it. Coupon 
information may be embedded using teletext standards. A subscriber unit at the television viewer's 
site receives the television signal and includes a teletext decoder that extracts the coupon 
information. The television programming aurally or visually alerts the viewer that a coupon may be 
generated. If the viewer actuates an input device, such as a button on a television remote control, a 
printer generates a coupon bearing the coupon information. The coupon may have an 
anti-counterfeiting stripe. The subscriber unit may keep track of the coupons printed and prevent the 
user from printing those coupons again, 
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